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 I hope  everyone enjoyed their holi-

days. We had a great visit with our daugh-

ter, Marissa, and her husband, Andy. I canõt 

believe how much I miss my kids now that 

they are married and donõt live near me. 

Did our parents feel that way when we 

moved away? 

 Now we are getting ready for  

Valentineõs Day and hopefully thinking 

about the loves of our life.  Love is a funny 

thing when it makes you want to follow 

someone around the world and put up with 

all of military things we deal with. I  

wouldnõt do that for too many people. 

 I used to tell my husband I would 

follow him to the ends of the earth and he 

took me up on that by moving me to Fair-

banks, Alaska, twice. It wasnõt quite the 

end of the earth, but we could see it from 

there! 

 Now I am anxiously awaiting the 

birth of my first grandchild somewhere 

around June 1. We also received a new as-

signment to Hickam AFB in Hawaii. Now I 

really have to get in shape for shorts and 

sundresses! 

  I think we will be losing several peo-

ple on the board, so start thinking of ways 

you can help next year.  

 Have a romantic Valentineõs Day! 

 Vicki  

Editorõs Note 

~  DISCLAIMER  ~ 
 

¶ Contact information for Tinker OSC Executive Committee 
officers, Standing Committee chairpersons, and members 

should be used for Tinker OSC business and activities only. 

¶ TOSC is a 501 ( c ) (4) social/welfare, non-profit  organiza-

tion. 

 
The Smoke Signal is the unofficial publication of the Tinker Officersõ 

Spousesõ Club.  The appearance of advertisements in this publica-
tion does not constitute an endorsement by the United States Air 
Force.  Literary contributions are always welcome with the reser-

vation of the Editorsõ rights to accept, reject, or rewrite.  Final 
deadline for submissions is always on the OSCõs monthly event.  
Opinions expressed in this publication in no way represent the 

opinions of the Tinker OSC.  Reprints may only be done with the 

permission of  Smoke Signal staff.   
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A word from the President  
     Okay, I admit it.  Even though I read The Time Travelerôs Wife twice, I still 
cried in the movie.  Our January social function was such a fun evening!  Where 
else can you get pizza, a soda, popcorn AND movie theater-sized candy PLUS a 
movie for just $10?  The AAFES staff was outstanding, having the food all ready to 
go before we arrived and being so friendly and helpful throughout the evening.  
Thanks for putting together such a unique and entertaining event, Teresa! 
     Our December Holiday Luncheon was also great fun.  The Tinker Elementary 
School fifth graders gave an outstanding singing performance.  I said it at the 

luncheon and Iôll say it again:  I definitely saw a few future American Idols in that group!  The club 
did a fantastic job with the menu choices.  I saw people with crab cakes gazing longingly at the 
quiche and vice versa.  And it was once again a delight to give away some gorgeous poinsettia plants 
so generously donated by Martin Bird Tree Farm. 
     Weôve had a busy year of welcoming and saying farewell to our advisors.  This month, we welcome 
Wendy Bleymaier.  Wendy is already an active member of the TOSC, but now she is assuming the 
role of our 72 ABW Advisor on the Board.  Thank you for accepting this position and we look forward 
to working with you, Wendy!  
     Thank you for your support in passing the $1000 charitable contribution for the Air Force Village.  
Please check our Welfare page on our website for an update on the funds donated to date - remem-
ber only donations exceeding $500 come to the general membership for approval. 
     Eric Hodeen, Parliamentarian, is looking for members who are interested in serving on the 2012-
2013 Board.  Please consider how you might contribute and be open to considering a position.  If you 
want more information, please contact Eric.  Also, the job descriptions are now available on our web-
site. 
     Please join us in February for our T-OSCars: Hooray for Hollywood.  I will be brushing up on my 
movie trivia.  (Hint:  you should too!)  I wish I could arrive and glide down the red carpet looking like 
past winners Kate Winslet or Reese Witherspoon, but Iôll probably look more like Robert De Niro or 
Jack Nicholson!  Either way, perhaps Iôll ñbring home the gold.ò  I hope to see you there! 
 
~Tracy 
 

Welcome to Wendy Bleymaier!  

Welcome to our new 72nd Air Base Wing Commanderõs 

spouse, Wendy Bleymaier! Wendyõs husband, Steve, took over 

as ABW Commander in January, replacing Col. Bob LaBrutta. 

But they have been at Tinker for six months . Wendy is a very 

busy mom of eight children, but she is willing to help any way 

she can. Weõre happy to have you with us, Wendy. (See page 5 for more info 

on Wendy.) 
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Calling All Candidates 

 

     We Need YOU!!!!!   Would you like to be part of an altruistic, energetic, and 
fun-loving group? A group that makes the decisions that keeps the TOSC viable and 
beneficial to the community, but has great camaraderie and fun at the same time? If you 
answered yes to either of these questions, then the TOSC Executive board needs you. 
     We are currently accepting applications (see below) for the Executive Board posi-
tions on the TOSC Board 2012-2013. These positions do not necessarily require previ-
ous board experience. If you have been looking for a way to get more involved in the 
community this is your opportunity. Please call Eric Hodeen (757) 271-8330 or 
eric@hodeen.com if you are interested in being a part of the board. Job descriptions are 
available on the website. 

Application for TOSC Executive Board 

Candidate for:   _________________________________________________________ 

Name:   ________________________________________________________________ 

Address:   ______________________________________________________________ 

Email Address:   _________________________________________________________ 

Phone #:   ______________________________________________________________ 

Spouseôs Name and Organization:   __________________________________________ 

Previous OSC Board Experience:   ____________________________________________ 

Anything else you want to share:_______________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature:________________________________________________________  

Return application to: 
Eric Hodeen 

Tinker Officersô Spousesô Club  

P.O. Box 45616 

Tinker AFB, OK 73145 
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Meet Your Board Members  

2011-2012 Schedule of Events  
 

 
February 8 (am) T-OSCars ñHooray for Hollywoodò 

 
March 13 (pm)  Fashion Week 

 
April 11 (am)  Scholarship Awards Luncheon & Election 

 
May 8 (pm) - Membership Bingo & Officer Installation  

 
*** Dates, times and programs subject to change without notice                 
 

Wendy Bleymaier is our 

new advisor on the board. 

She been married to Col. 

Steve Bleymaier, 72nd 

ABW Commander for 19 

years. They have eight chil-

dren ñ Abigail, Jacob, Emma, Benjamin, Hannah, 

Caroline, Wadley (Joseph) and Peter. They arrived 

at Tinker in May 2011.  

In her spare time (with eight children I doubt she 

has much spare time) Wendy loves to knit, crochet 

and spin wool, scrapbooking, learning to play the 

trumpet, play board games and hang out with her 

neighbors. 

 As a military child herself, she has lived all over 

England, Canada, and Italy. She moved to the U.S. 

16 years ago. As a spouse , sheõs lived in Ft. Walton 

Beach, FL; Burke, VA; Langley, VA; Ramstein, Ger-

many; Prattville, AL; Mountain Home, ID; Freder-

icksburg, VA; and Shaw Sumter, SC. 

Wendy never served on an OSC board before but 

she says she had fun as a member. OSC means 

friendship and fun, service and support to òmy local 

and wider Air Force and Tinker community, a 

chance to learn from othersõ experience, an oppor-

tunity to reach out and welcome new spouses to 

our Air Force family é the list of possibilities in a 

club like this are endless.ó  Mainly, though Wendy 

wants to use the club as tool to enhance military 

life at Tinker. 

     Thank you to those of you who participated either by 

donations or visiting with us at the VA Hospital in Decem-

ber. 
     Thank you also to our active duty members for coming 

out with us to visit as well.  The response and feedback is 

tremendous. The donations, of 

course, are greatly appreciated and 
are put to good use for our vets.  

The hospital reps say they cannot 

thank us enough.  
      We had a great time talking 

with the vets and learning about 

their experiences over many wars 

and years of service along with the 

roles they have played in serving.  

They told us amazing stories and 

experiences never to be forgotten. 

We took pictures together and 

passed Christmas cards around as 

well.  
     òIf I have seen farther than others, 

it is because I was standing on the 

shoulders of giants !ó ñ Isaac New-

ton.  ~ Enesa Kleiger 

Megan Smith 

visits a vet at 

the OKC  

Veteranõs  

Hospital. 

Tracy 

Smith car-

ries her 

daughter 

Megan at 

the VA 

Hospital, 

along with 

Linda Litch-

field. 

VA Hospital Visit 
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Our December luncheon 
brought us the sounds of the  
Fifth Grade Class at Tinker 
Elementary School singing spe-
cial music for us, above.  
 
At top, Tracy Smith and 
Teresa Brown got a little 
carried away with one of the 
nutcrackers, while at right, 
the rest of the executive 
board decided they wanted in 
on the fun too! From left to 
right are Theresa Canup, Kristi 
Roberts, Tracy Smith, Teresa 
Brown and Lisa Wood.  
 
It was a great start to the 
holiday season! 
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In January, we were able to  

use the base theater for din-

ner and a movie. Dinner was 

pizza, popcorn, candy and 

soft drinks. 

Although our members were all 

smiles before the movie, that changed 

as we enjoyed òThe Time Travelerõs 

Wifeó and within a short two hours  

tissues were making their appearance 

throughout our rows! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSIGNMENTS: 

Tuesday & Thursday 

10ñ12:30 
 

SALES 

Tuesday & Thursday 

10ñ2 

 

Come In and See What 
Weõve Got In Store For 

You! 

734-3994                               Bldg. 6002                 Tinker AFB, OK 73145

(Located across from the base theatre, adjacent to the Auto Hobby Shop) 

 

Now taking Spring, Valentine's, St. Patrick's Day and Easter.  

 

Clothing, kitchen items, furniture, crafts, collectables and more!  

 Something for everyone! 

Consignments change daily, so come in often. 
 

Also, if you have some time to spare, come and volunteer with our great 

organization. Proceeds go towards helping with OSC Scholarships. 

     More information is available on our website: www.tinkerosc.org  
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February Volunteer of 

the Month  
Diane Rauch was born in San Fernando, CA, but 
grew up in Alamosa, CO. She graduated from the 
University of Denver with a degree in Finance.  
 

She married John in December 1989 and their son, Jack, was born in 
June of 1994, followed by a daughter, Kate, in July 1996.  
 
The Rauchõs have been assigned to Mather AFB, CA; Offutt AFB, NE; 
Pentagon; Randolph AFB, TX; Maxwell AFB, AL; Randolph AFB, 

TX; Offutt AFB, NE; Rome, Italy; Offutt AFB, NE; and Tinker AFB, 
OK.   They are on their way back to Offutt this summer. 

Corrections for Directory 
Helen Hatfield                             Spelling of  JoLynn Marshallõs name 

716 Glenmannor Dr.                    New e-mail address: vterrinoni@yahoo.com 

MWC, OK 73110 

David C. Hatfield, Lt Col, Ret  
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We wish all our February members a very happy birthday.  
Hope you all have a great one! 

 
 

February  

 

Eloise Gray ð  Feb. 2 
Melissa Dustman ð Feb. 15 
Heather Melsby ð Feb. 15 

Beryl Brown ð  Feb. 19 

 

 

Happy Anniversary to : 
 

Maria Cutaran ð Feb 23 

Farewell to 

Leslie LaBrutta 

Welcome to 

Melissa Dustman, Debbie Howard, and 

Kris Betz  
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December Lunch Bunch: 

We traveled to the wonderful neighborhood of Nichols Hills to enjoy a delicious lunch at the 

Saturn Grill.  We enjoyed different soups, salads, and sandwiches.   This place is small and full of 
atmosphere.  You place your order at the deli counter then they will bring it to your table.  

We arrived and got everything ordered just before the lunch crowd.  The line was to the door 

for the entire time we were there.  We had a group of 10 for the outing. 

If you have any questions about Special Activities, please contact Heather Melsby, Special Activities 

Chairperson, at 205-310-0393. 

Info for current clubs follows: 

 

 

 

Club Contact Phone Meets 

Book Club Becky Beierle 216-3199 2nd Monday@ 7 p.m. 

Bunco Anna Rairdon 509-954-3252 3rd Monday@ 7 p.m. 

Gourmet Vacant   3rd Wednesday@11:30 

a.m. 

Lunch Bunch Stephanie Sriver 237-3145 4th Friday@11 a.m. 

Mah Jongg Judy Jolly 735-5790 Mondays @ 9 a.m. 

Party Bridge Vacant 737-7548 2nd & 4th Thursday@9:15 

a.m. 

ROWG Gayle Mock 722-0434 3rd Thursday 

Sassy Scrappers/

Stampers 

Joni Doolin 610-6657 2nd Tuesday @ 10 am & 

6:30 p.m. 
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     The Holidays are behind us and not much winter to speak of yet. But 

one never knows about Oklahoma weather, so I'm not predicting here!     

Hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas season with friends and 

family, and are ready for the New Year. I refrained from making any reso-

lutions, they never stick, for me. But if you have, I wish you all the best 

with their fulfillment...losing weight, reading your Bible, volunteering 

someplace...all good resolutions. 
     The December luncheon, hosted by Debbie Kukuk, was delightful, 

very festive.  A treat for us to take home, three large chocolate covered 

pretzels, were generously made by Debbie and her granddaughter. Gayle 

Mock read out of a book about a "giving tree" that had a timely mes-

sage for all of us.  And Gayle's granddaughter was a treat to all of 

us...such a precious, blessed little girl! 
     January brought  us to the Club for a New Year's re-meeting of 

friends. Jean Eakins and Ruth Hoehamer were hostesses, decorating 

with blue and white. We chatted about our Christmas experiences and 

some of those New Year resolutions I mentioned earlier, ones that we'd 

made in the past that worked and some that didn't! 
     Looking forward to the February meeting when Eloise Gray will 

share with us about her travel experiences in Kenya. This is her sixth 

trip to minister, support and enjoy the company of friends in Kenya. Her 

outreach group, Touching the Heart of God, works with an orphanage 

of 31 children, plus they sponsor 48 others. She and her husband have 

touched many lives with their love and generous spirits. 
     The ROWG is alive and well and always welcomes new members. 

Anyone with questions can give Gayle Mock a call for info at 722-0434. 

She has been a strong leader for our group and we appreciate her will-

ingness and dedication. In case it's not been said out loud, we appreciate 

her and thank her! 

Until next time, stay safe out thereé Kay 
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Hello Readers, our next book will be The Club 

Dumas by Arturo Perez-Reverte. We will meet at 

7p.m. on Feb. 13 at Becky Beierleôs house in Ed-

mond. To tease you, The New York Times Book 

Review said ñA thriller of mar-

velous intricacy.ò And better yet 

from The New Yorker, ñA noir metafictioné Even a 

reader armed with a Latin dictionary and a copy of The 

Three Musketeers cannot anticipate the thrilling twists 

of this stylish, Escher-like mystery.ò 

Please join us and lets unravel this mystery about a book 

detective together. 

Last months book, The Girl Who Stopped Swimming, was well received 

as we debated which sister we most closely resembled. It was agreed that 

it was a quick, but fun read. 

                      Deadline for Scholarships Coming Feb. 15 
The Tinker Officersô Spousesô Club will have scholarship applications available in December for 

high school seniors who are dependents of active duty or civil service employees (DOD), and 

spouses who are dependents of U.S. Military members at Tinker Air Force Base. High school 

senior applicants must be graduating from high school in the greater Oklahoma City area.  

Spouse applicants must be pursuing their first undergraduate degree.  All applicants must plan to 

enroll at an accredited college or university for the 2012-2013 academic year.  Please see 

applications for specific eligibility and qualification requirements.  

 

The applications may be found on the TOSCôs website: www.tinkerosc.org after Dec. 1.  

Applications must be postmarked no later than Feb.15, 2012.  
 

For more information, please contact Beth Fisher, TOSC Scholarship Committee Chair, at 

scholarships@tinkerosc.org .   
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       Hello Ladies and gentleman!  Thank-you for your Christmas 

function donations at the Hearts and Hands table.  It was a great time and we 

all enjoyed the donations at the table. Please remember we are taking donations again 

throughout the year at our functions. So we gladly accept Christmas re-gifts from 

grandma or a great Uncle who thinks you are not married or are still in college some-

where. You can drop off those donations at the board meetings, to Enesa at the Thrift 

Store on Thursdays or early on the function day each month. Donations for each 

monthôs hearts and hands table help support our charitable giving in the community 

and gives a P.R. boost to the Air-Force efforts.  
 Remember, we have the perfect place for those ñwhat was I thinkingò items or 

ñwhat were they thinkingò items!    

Thanks again, 

Enesa Kleiger  

Do you like  exercise? Fun? Friendship?  

The Central District Square Dance As-

sociation could be the answer for your 

desires. 

 
TOSCõs own Linda Odland is a member 

and wants to get a club going here at 

Tinker for people of all ages and abilities. 

 
The organization gives free exhibitions 

for groups and special events  as well as 

lessons. 

 
For more information call the Central 

District Square Dance Association at 

405-682-6459  or visit their website at 

www.cdsda.com                                  .  

Square Dancing Club looking 

for interest on Tinker The Tinker Food Pantry provides food for mili-
tary families who may not be able to afford some 
groceries or have an emergency. 
 
The pantry is always in need of staples such as: 
Bisquick  
peanut butter 
canned ravioli 
tuna fish 
canned chicken 
flavored rice/pasta 
cold cereal 
juice (preferable 100%). 
  
The hours at the pantry, located in the Airmen 
and Family Readiness center, are from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Do-
nations can be made at any time. 
  
To volunteer or for more information, contact 
Courtney Engle. 

Donõt forget the Tinker Food Pantry 
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February 2012  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7            8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 Leap Year Day     29    

Board of 
Governors 
Meeting 

Social 
10:30 a.m. 

Mah Jongg 
9 a.m. 

  

Mah Jongg 9a.m. 
 

Mah Jongg 
9 a.m. 

Book Club 7 p.m. 
 

Mah Jongg 

9 a.m. 
Bunco 
7 p.m. 

Thrift Shop 
10 am - 
2 pm 

Thrift Shop 
10 am - 
2 pm 

Thrift Shop 
10 am - 
2 pm 

Gourmet 
11:30 a.m. 

Party Bridge  
9:15 am ï2:30 pm 

Thrift Shop  
10 am - 2 pm 

Party Bridge 9:15 
am ï2:30 pm 

Thrift Shop 10 am 
- 2 pm 

Thrift Shop 10 amð2 
p.m.  

ROWG 

Thrift Shop 
10 am - 
2 pm 

Lunch Bunch 
11 am 

Thrift Shop  
10 am - 
2 p.m. 


